
 

Connecticut Society Sons of the American Revolution  

127
th

 Annual Meeting 

April 2, 2016 

Norwalk Inn, Norwalk, CT 
 

President Ethan A. Stewart, Sr. called the meeting to order at 10:37 a.m. 

Following the invocation, the Pledge of Allegiance, and the Pledge to the SAR, Secretary Paul Selnau 

indicated that, with 32 members in attendance, a quorum was present for the meeting. 

 

President Stewart noted that all nine Branches were represented at today’s meeting 

 

Minutes from the previous meeting on February 20, 2016 were approved at today’s meeting. 

 

Committee and Branch Reports are posted on our web site: 

 

Additional Reports: 

 

Treasurer’s Report – (See full report on the web site) Daniel Benoit presented an abbreviated report as 

requested by the BOM. 

 

Secretary Paul Selnau ask for clarification on the funds set aside for the war office; Daniel Benoit is 

working to clarify the funds available. 

 

We’ve had several renewals that have come in from the first of the year. 

 

Real Property Steward – (See full report on the web site) presented by David Packard. After the report 

was filed the negotiations on the window repairs for the New London school house were concluded and 

the contract has been signed.  The project will be completed with the funds available. Dave requested that 

the membership look into ways to complete the work that we’re not able to complete at this time.  

Additional information will be posted on the web site and on Facebook, giving instructions on how to 

volunteer, all current staff and volunteers will be continuing this year. It was noted that the issue relating 

to employees needs to be addressed.   

 

David Packard and Todd Gerlander are working on the list of artifacts owned by the CTSSAR.  

 

Secretary Paul Selnau presented Motion Number One: Amendment to Article VI, Section 4; Proxy 

Voting.  No further comments or discussion on the motion took place. Tim Wilkins made a motion to 

accept the motion, the motion was seconded by Richard Kendall; thirty members voted in favor of the 

motion, two members voted in opposition to the motion.  The motion carried 

  



 

President Ethan A. Stewart discussed the grave marking that he is leading in Milford.  As he reported at 

the February meeting he was finalizing the cost of the marker that was approved by the BOM.  The cost 

for the marker is $430.00; after a general discussion it was determined that the funds not used for the 

Knight Essay will be used to cover the cost of the marker. Daniel Benoit made a motion to reallocate the 

$750.00 in the Knight Essay to the general fund.  The motion was seconded by Damien Cregeau; all 

members vote in favor of the motion.  A motion was made by Tim Wilkins to pay for the marker from the 

reallocated funds not used by the Knight Essay. The motion was seconded by Richard Kendall; all 

members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

David Perkins reported on the New England Conference and the Congress in Boston. New England 

Conference was held on March 19, 2016 held in Massachusetts and was attended by most of the States. 

The primary focus of the meeting was on how to volunteer and support the Congress in Boston.  He asked 

for volunteers in the morning or afternoon to assist at the registration table.  Volunteering in uniform will 

count as a silver medal event.  By Volunteering, you will be eligible to purchase a ticket for an individual 

event.   The Congress in Boston will be held from July 7- 13, 2016 

 

David Perkins informed the members about a motion made and passed at the New England District 

meeting.  The members voted to suspend the annual dues, but did vote in favor of a one-time assessment 

of $25.00 per society to offset the cost of the meeting and the speaker fees.  David Perkins made a motion 

to have the treasures pay the $25.00 fee to the New England District; Ian King seconded the motion; all 

members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

David Perkins reported that we contribute $100.00 to the National Society each year to a fund the U.S. 

Coast Guard Alexander Hamilton award.  The funds in this account amount to approximately $6,000.00.  

This year the award ceremony will be held on May 17, 2016.  The President General will be arriving in 

Connecticut for a few days to review our properties and take part in the Coast Guard award ceremony.  

The value of the fund is not high enough for it to be an endowment; therefore, we have been contributing 

to it each year.  David Perkins requested contributions from the members to cover the expenses of the 

President General visit; donations were given today and additional donations were pledged.  If additional 

funds are required, we could look to the balance of the funds not used by the Knights Essay to cover the 

balance.  Daniel Benoit made a motion to fund the visit with the donations and the balance of the funds 

required will come for the reallocated funds available from the Knights Essay. Richard Kendell seconded 

the motion.  All members voted in favor of the motion. 

 

David Perkins recommended that we give the funds in the form of an endowment to the Coast Guard 

Academy Alumni Association to manage.  He requested donations of approximately $1,500.00 and 

recommended that we provide a check to the President General to be added to the endowment.  Each 

donation will be listed on a letter submitted to the President General.  The CTSSAR would still be 

involved in the in presentations, but would no longer be sending them $100.00 a year.  David Perkins will 

be the point of contact for this visit and for the collection of all donations; all funds collected will be 

submitted to Daniel Benoit; $150.00 submitted today. 

 

William Robbins discussed the Massing of the Colors that will be held on October 2, 2016 combined with 

the 125
th

 anniversary of the War Office; an outline for the day’s events is under review and the planning 



William Robbins discussed the Massing of the Colors that will be held on October 2, 2016 combined with 

the 125
th

 anniversary of the War Office; an outline for the day’s events is under review and the committee 

is proceeding.  William Robbins projected that the $1,500.00 donation by the Society of the Cincinnati 

will cover the cost of the event. 

 

Awards 

 

President Ethan Stewart, and David Perkins present the following awards: 

 

Dean Gaugler and Thomas Goren: Each received the Patriot Medal. 

Paul Selnau: Cluster to be added to his Meritorious Service Medal. 

William Robbins: Meritorious Service Medal. 

Kenneth Roach: Silver Roger Sherman Award 

Damien Cregeau: Silver Roger Sherman Award 

Robert Carrara, William Fenn, Bill Lane, Richard Kendell, Gary Pitcock, Gregory Thompson: Certificates 

of appreciation 

Alec Marshall: We will be presenting the CAR appreciation Medal to him at an upcoming event 

Barbara Aldrich, Lois Selnau, Sarah Champion: medals of appreciation will also be given out to the DAR 

through the Liaison Committee 

Todd Gerlander: Challenge Coin from the 125 national congress 

Donald Hibbard: Inducted as a new member 

 

Recess for Lunch 12:00 

Reconvene: 1:23 

 

Election of Officers: 

The Nominating Committee presented the following list of nominees for the 2016 -2017 term. 

 

National Trustee: Kenneth D. Roach  

Alternate Trustee: David J. Perkins  

President: Ethan A. Stewart, Sr.  

1st Vice President: Damien M. Cregeau  

2nd Vice President: William H. Robbins  

Secretary: Paul H. Selnau  

Assistant Secretary: John M. Emblidge  

Treasurer: Daniel E. Benoit  

Assistant Treasurer: Richard W. Kendall  

Registrar: Gregory Thompson  

Chaplain: William J. Lane, Jr.  

Historian: Gary S. Pitcock  

Chancellor: William P. Fenn  

Auditors: Ian T. King and Eric F. King 

 

President Stewart requested nominations from the floor three times.  Hearing none he closed the 

nominations.  President Stewart asked for a motion to approve the nominations.  The motion was made 

and seconded. All members voted in favor of the motion. The motion was made and seconded for the 

Secretary to casted one vote in favor of the 2016 -2017 nominations. All members voted in favor of the 

motion. 

 

Secretary Paul H. Selnau casted on vote in favor of the 2016 -2017 nominations. 



 

The 2016 - 2017 officers were installed by Vice-President General New England District; Douglas Wood 

 

Dave Perkins and President Ethan Stewart presented the youth Awards to the following recipients 

 

Tim Wilkens introduced this year’s Eagle Scout Award winner; Peter Cazuta. Peter presented his essay 

entitled “Dr. Elijah Phelps and the Smallpox epidemic” to the member’s present. Dave Perkins, President 

Ethan Stewart, and Tim Wilkins presented Peter Cazuta with his award. 

 

David Perkins introduced JROTC Commander Dwinells and presented him with the JROTC pin for his 

years of service. 

 

Commander Dwinells introduced this year’s JROTC Award winner; Chris Joyce. Chris presented his 

essay entitled “How has the ROTC prepared me to be a better citizen of the United States of America” to 

the member’s present. Dave Perkins and President Ethan Stewart presented Chris Joyce with his award. 

 

Members Present 

 

Douglas Wood VPG;  New Hampshire Society 

Kenneth Roach At Large 

Chris Kerin 

Branch One 

Ethan Stewart, Richard Kendell, Tim Wilkins, Bill Fen, Bill Robbins, John Towle, Gregory Thompson 

Branch Four 

Russell Wirtalla, Randy Gerlander, Todd Gerlander, Lee Gerlander, Gary Pitcock 

Branch Five 

Dean Gaugler, Donald Sturges, Bill Carter, Edward Eckert 

Branch Six 

Ben Bullock, Stephen Taylor 

Branch Six and Twelve 

David Packard 

Branch Seven 

Damien Cregeau, Robert Carrara 

Branch Nine 

David Perkins 

Branch Ten 

Paul Selnau, Ian King, Eric King 

Branch Eleven 

Mark Robinson, Don Hibbard, Tom Gorin, Daniel Benoit 

 

Following the SAR recessional and the benediction, the meeting was adjourned at 1:52 

 

Respectfully submitted: Paul H. Selnau, CTSSAR Secretary  


